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Sociological Analysis of the Principal Contradiction

in Chinese Society

Tao Lintao

Abstract: In the 19th CPC National Congress Secretary General Xi Jinping
has made an important statement in the report  ‘the principal contradiction facing
Chinese society has evolved into a contradiction between unbalanced and
inadequate development and the people’s ever—growing needs for a better life. ” On
how to interpret this new statement cognition varies in academia From the
sociological perspectives of functionalism  conflict theory and interactive theory a
conclusion can be made: The transformation of the principal contradiction in our
society is an inevitable trend and a great step forward. Social progress ( as material

basis)  concept innovation ( as political basis) people’s needs ( as class basis)
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cultural prosperity ( as cultural basis) are the main force to propel the principal
social contradiction to evolve. It has a special significance for our social
development to better understand the principal contradiction facing Chinese society
today.

Keywords: Principal Social Contradiction; Sociology; Functionalism;
Conflict Theory; Interactive Theory
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