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Contributions to the Cause of Culture and Education

in the 1950s by the Chinese Students

R eturned from Abroad

Zhang Muyang

Abstract:

After the P. R. China was founded many Chinese students

returned from abroad devoted themselves into the cause of culture and education

and made remarkable achievements regardless of the restrictive political environment.
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Among the first batch of members selected in 1955 into the then department of
philosophy and social sciences under the Chinese Academy of Sciences there
were 37 members or 2/3 of the total having an international education
background; when the higher education system was undergoing a restructuring in
1952 the presidents of famous universities including Tsinghua University and
Peking University all had experiences of studying abroad and a large number of
returned scholars became the faculty members propelling the reform of the
higher education system; some of the teachers began to produce textbooks for
the new China’s higher education by translating the foreign versions and
compiling new ones; and still some of the returned students tried to spread
western social sciences but failed to proceed due to some restrictions at that time.
Their contributions should be remembered and commemorated.

Keywords: International Student; Culture and Education; China
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